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Next generation of pipeliners leads the way   
 

Strong competition has resulted in two winners of the 2019 APGA Young Achievement Award: 
Brendan McGuckin from MPC Kinetic and Richard Morgan from APA Group. 
 
The innovation, communication and leadership demonstrated by Brendan and Richard in their 
contribution bodes well for the next generation of the pipeline industry. 
 
After seven years at MPC Kinetic, Brendan was most recently the project manager of the Tanami 
Natural Gas Pipeline Project where he led a team of 700 people throughout the planning and 
construction phase. 
 
Demonstrating a solid commitment to the environment, local communities and wellbeing of each and 
every individual involved throughout the project and beyond, Brendan’s inclusive and encouraging 
leadership style and his ability to use new methods and technologies to achieve project outcomes 
earned him high praise. 
 
The team delivered the 200mm, 440km underground steel pipeline more than four weeks ahead of 
schedule to a higher than expected standards and with no injuries that required time out of work. The 
project was marked by a minimal footprint on the environment and surrounding communities. 
 
In addition, under Brendan’s leadership the team developed a highly flexible crew configuration and 
deployment program that enabled construction activities to respond as soon as land access was 
granted. The development of an app involving local traditional owners from the Warlpiri and 
Anmatjere communities and fauna researchers enabled the collection of data and tracking of at-risk 
fauna. This data, as well as tissue samples and specimens, were transferred to the Northern Territory 
Museum of Art and to the Living Atlas of Australia to contribute to knowledge of the diversity and 
distribution of fauna in the area. 
 
Richard is the Health and Safety Manager for the Infrastructure Development and Networks and 
Power Divisions in APA.  
 
His tireless efforts in the division have resulted in a constantly improving safety record which currently 
stands at zero time lost to injury, with a total recordable injury frequency rate for employees and 
contractors within the division of 3.5 which is below the group result. 
 
He has a focus on improving APA’s health and safety performance and has led a number of initiatives 
to that end including Fatal Risk Protocols (videos of personal experiences used in toolbox talks etc); 
development of a revised alcohol and drug policy; developing a working away from home guide; a 
series of videos of personal experiences of driving incidents; setting-up APA’s contractor health and 
safety performance meetings within the networks business  
 
During the past 12 months, Richard has taken on additional responsibilities leading a larger team of 
Health and Safety Advisors. Feedback from his direct reports describe him as a visible leader who 
spends time coaching them so they become more effective in their roles. 
 
Richard has also had significant involvement in the APGA Health, Safety and Environment Committee 
since 2015 and is actively involved in organising the committee’s annual seminar. 
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