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Unique challenges safely managed   
 
The Australian pipeline industry manages a unique set of challenges and conditions to deliver gas and 
water to our homes and businesses, a major industry conference heard today. 
 
APGA Chief Executive Officer Steve Davies told the 340 delegates at the 2019 APGA Annual Convention 
and Exhibition that the nation’s gas transmission industry is rightfully proud of its outstanding public 
safety record in delivering gas from production fields to city gates. 
 
“Our gas transmission network is just over 24,000 km out of a total 45,000 km of high-pressure steel 
pipelines,” Mr Davies said.  
 
“It is spread across our entire continent.  
 
“All the natural gas used across Australia is delivered by pipelines. Safely, reliably and affordably.  
 
“We should recognise that the Australian pipeline industry manages a unique set of challenges and 
conditions.  
 
“To help put the amazing task performed by our industry in perspective, consider this. Australia has a 
total domestic gas demand about the same as Switzerland. Switzerland sits in the middle of Europe 
and accounts for 1 per cent of Europe’s gas demand. You can also fit 5.5 Switzerlands into Victoria.  
 
“Pipelines are the optimal infrastructure for the bulk transport of liquids and gases. Whether it is 
securing water supply for remote regions, moving slurry from a mine site to a processing facility or 
delivering energy around the country, pipelines are the infrastructure that does the task safely, reliably 
and efficiently.” 
 
Mr Davies also pointed to the development of a new  brochure continuing Gas Vision 2050, setting out 
all the pilot projects under way in Australia that are examining the use of hydrogen in gas networks. The 
brochure was developed with the Energy Networks Association. 
 
“To say hydrogen is hot right now is an understatement,” Mr Davies said. 
 
“APGA members are heavily involved in this emerging industry and, of course, APGA is the largest 
industry participant in the Future Fuels Co-operative Research Centre. The Future Fuels CRC is a 
fantastic initiative and it has the dual focus of exploring opportunities for gaseous fuels while also 
ensuring our existing gas infrastructure is maintained and developed in a way that it will be best placed 
to deliver new fuels.” 
 
Mr Davies also reminded members that APGS has just announced a significant new international 
agreement with the Canadian Energy Pipeline Association (CEPA). Under the agreement, CEPA will 
convert aspects of the APGA Pipeline Engineering Competency System to suit the Canadian leagal and 
regulatory environment and then its members will implement the system. 
 
“This agreement is recognition that what we have developed with the Pipeline Engineering Competency 
System is world-leading and a major contribution to knowledge transfer and public safety,” Mr Davies 
said. 
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