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Pipelines play a key role in Australia’s energy system 
 

 
The largest annual gathering of pipeliners in Australia is gearing up to its gala opening today at the 
Adelaide Convention Centre. 
 
The Australian Pipelines and Gas Association 2019 Annual Convention and Exhibition is being held from 
12 to 15 October and will consider aspects in the Convention theme: Infrastructure for the Future. 
 
It is entirely fitting that the event is being held in the State with the largest penetration of renewables in 
the generation of electricity, APGA Chief Executive Officer Steve Davies said. 
 
“South Australia is a global leader in renewable energy,” Mr Davies said. 
 
“It has Australia’s highest penetration of renewables in its electricity mix and it is no co-incidence that it 
also has Australia’s highest level of gas fired power generation. 
 
“Gas is highly complementary to renewable electricity and the Australian Energy Market Operator 
projects gas fired power generation will double from current levels over the next 20 years as 
renewables increase.” 
 
The really important, and often missed, story of gas is the sheer amount of heat it provides our 
economy at the moment, Mr Davies said. 
 
“The latest figures set the story out plainly,” he said. 
 
“For end use energy consumption, that is, the actual energy used in the economy, the numbers for gas, 
and oil, are impressive. The top three energy sources in Australia in 2017-18 were: transport fuels: 2,264 
PJ, natural gas: 943 PJ, and electricity: 835 PJ. 
 
“These numbers demonstrate that natural gas provides more energy than electricity, and it does that 
more cheaply and with lower carbon emissions. 
 
“The idea that this huge contribution to the national energy mix could be replaced by electricity in the 
foreseeable future is, frankly, farcical. Imagine the poles and wires required to carry more than double 
the electricity Australia now requires. It’s simply not feasible. 
 
“That’s one very good reason to consider what infrastructure requirements we will need in what is a 
promising future of decarbonising gas. Injecting gaseous fuels such as hydrogen into the gas 
distribution system is a transition research is increasingly demonstrating as feasible. 
 
“This would enable us to continue to use our pipelines for energy transmission which bodes well for the 
future as they have proved to be safe and reliable and they also offer options for energy storage which 
could combine to increase the utility of renewable energy generation.” 
 
More than 470 delegates, exhibitors and partners will be attending the 2019 APGA Annual Convention 
and Exhibition. 
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