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Pipelines more affordable for energy transport and storage: report  

 
A new report issued today provides information on the cost of storing energy and transporting it 
from generators to users, an essential aspect of the transition to net-zero emissions usually 
neglected. 
 
The Pipelines vs Powerlines: a Technoeconomic Analysis in the Australian Context report analysed the 
costs of storing and transporting energy via powerlines and via pipelines in several scenarios with a 
particular focus on options for the growing hydrogen industry. 
 
The findings of the report on the cost of transport and storage show that we must keep our options 
open, APGA Chief Executive Officer Steve Davies said. 
 
“Too often discussions on Australia’s future energy supply treat electricity and energy as the same 
thing,” Mr Davies said. 
 
“Our energy system is now a mix of gases, electricity and liquid fuels like petrol providing energy for 
different uses, and each of these energy sources has different characteristics.” 
 
The report, commissioned by APGA, analysed the cost of energy infrastructure in comparable 
situations. 
 
“The report found that transporting and storing energy in pipelines was significantly less expensive 
than storing it in hydro or batteries and transporting it by powerlines,” Mr Davies said. 
 
“When we look to the future of energy we need to keep our options open. Transporting and storing 
energy as gas, like hydrogen, is a great option for the future energy system. 
 
“AEMO’s Hydrogen Superpower scenario shows that widescale deployment of renewable gas can 
deliver net-zero outcomes faster than other options and this report confirms there are great 
affordability outcomes to be achieved if we use gas infrastructure as much as possible in a future 
energy system. 
 
“Our current energy system has three separate but interconnected energy systems: liquid fuels, gas 
and electricity. That provides resilience, affordability and security.  
 
“It makes sense that a future with multiple energy systems making use of renewable gases, rather 
than a single electricity system, will be more resilient, more secure and more affordable.” 
 
The report and a summary are available here https://www.apga.org.au/resources/research-and-
other-reports 

https://www.apga.org.au/resources/research-and-other-reports
https://www.apga.org.au/resources/research-and-other-reports

