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Pipeline industry well-placed to take on challenges of the future  
 
A focus on safety, information-sharing and adapting to meet challenges as they arise have enabled 
the peak association representing Australia’s pipeline industry to reach 50 years of age. 
 
Australian Pipelines and Gas Association President Dave Maloney said hundreds of APGA members 
had volunteered their time and expertise to continuously improve the industry. 
 
“Much of the important development of products and services the association achieves takes place 
via the work of our committees,” Mr Maloney told the 2018 APGA Annual Convention and Exhibition 
in Darwin today. 
 
“These play a key role in information-sharing, and in helping industry participants know, understand 
and implement best practice.  
 
“Over the past decades, committees have produced a significant number of codes of practice, 
guidelines and the like. Most significantly has been the contribution of APGA members to the 
development of the Australian Standard for Petroleum Pipelines AS 2885.  
 
“These have all been developed to meet needs arising in the industry which are brought to the 
committees through members’ participation in those bodies.  
 
“The guidelines and codes of practice produced by our committees help to make our workplaces 
safer and, importantly, they make the public safer through describing and promoting best practice.  
 
“Several of our guidelines and codes are recognised in regulation around the country. This helps 
everyone.  
 
“Industry can be confident it is driving the benchmarks and standards that should be met, regulators 
can be confident they have access to the industry’s skills and expertise and the public can be 
confident of getting best outcomes.” 
 
While celebrating the 50th anniversary of the association, APGA CEO Steve Davies urged members to 
use the cooperative abilities developed over the decades when facing challenges in future, and one 
of the most important of these is the social licence to operate. 
 
“An industry’s social licence is not something that can be managed individually,” Mr Davies said. 
 
“Every individual company needs it. Every individual project needs it. Owners need it. Contractors 
need it. Service providers need it. Suppliers need it. But we must have it collectively, as the pipeline 
industry, as the gas industry, for any project to get off the ground.  
 



 

 

“If society doesn’t trust or respect us, there won’t be much opportunity for us. 
            /2 
“We have to have it collectively, but any individual company can damage an industry’s social licence.  
 
If one pipeline ruptures in an urban area, every pipeline will face increased scrutiny. If one 
construction project damages the environment, every project will face stricter conditions. If one 
easement acquisition process mismanages landholder engagement, we all look bad.  
If one of us fails, the whole industry will be deemed to have failed.  
 
”I think part of the energy industry, and the banking industry, challenge today has been caused by 
too great an emphasis on the business side of our businesses.   
 
“We can’t keep doing that. We need to learn to focus on our role in society and what we can do to 
earn and keep our place in it.  
 
“That’s one of the reasons we work together, to identify causes of failure, to agree on the best way to 
prevent it and to share experiences when failure does occur. 
 
“The need for us to constantly strive to do things better will never lessen. The expectations of the 
community, regulators, clients, will only increase. The risk of a major failure will always be there.  
 
“There’s a flip side to this, we are not just working together on a never-ending task to minimise 
failure, we are helping each other succeed. Success is equally important as failure for our industry’s 
social licence and reputation.  
 
“More importantly, we all have to succeed every time for our social licence to continue.  
 
“And when one of us succeeds, the industry succeeds. Even better, we can build on each other’s 
success.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


