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       MEDIA RELEASE 
         10 September 2018 

 
 
 

Pipeline industry legend recognised with award   
 
 

A legend of Australia’s pipeline industry, Tony Tschappeller, has been awarded the 2018 Jeff 
Shepherd Construction Excellence Award. 
 
Tony began work in the pipeline industry in 1958 at the tender age of 15 and he’s been in the 
industry ever since. 
 
The first gas pipeline Tony worked on was the Deer Park to Sunbury pipeline for the Victorian Gas 
and Fuel Corporation in the early 1980s. His next project was duplicating the Mt Franklin to Bendigo 
pipeline and from there he went on to work on the construction of pipelines in Moomba and other 
projects ranging across eastern Australia. 
 
The main focus over his career was to achieve high productivity while building pipelines safely, with 
an emphasis on team safety. 
 
At a time when most vehicles did not have effective air conditioning, Tony would drive hundreds of 
kilometres in the heat of remote outback Australia to check on all the crews on the pipeline 
construction, solving daily problems and issues. He led from the front and made sure all his people 
were looked after and safe.  
 
Tony has nurtured and mentored many people that have themselves become leaders in the pipeline 
construction industry. He has established many great friendships over the years and is well admired 
and trusted by his peers.  

  

Quick to adopt new technology that would improve outcomes, Tony, and colleagues at Prentice 
Brothers and Minson, were the first to bring in a rocksaw from America to produce higher 
productivities in rock ditching in the early 1980s. Other innovative practices included assisting Esso 
design and plan for a 48km pipe in pipe project at McGaurans beach in Victoria, a two section tow 
out pipeline to connect subsea to Esso's West Tuna Platform.  

 
Established in 2015, the Jeff Shepherd Construction Excellence Award recognises excellence in the 
construction industry. It is named after Jeff Shepherd, an inspirational figure in the pipeline 
construction industry over more than four decades. The award also recognises contributions to the 
next generation of pipeliners as Jeff Shepherd was highly regarded for his mentoring and training 
skills.  
 
The award was presented at the APGA 2018 Annual Convention and Exhibition being held at the 
Darwin Convention Centre. 


