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Opportunity for least cost net-zero pathway missed in Roadmap  

 
The Victorian Gas Substitution Roadmap misses an opportunity to lead the State down the least-
cost path to net-zero emissions, APGA National Policy Manager Jordan McCollum said today. 
 
While the modelling suggests that renewable gases will play a key role in Victoria’s energy future, 
the roadmap fails to take steps in the short term which would enable the role of renewable gases.  
 
“Gas now supplies more than 50 per cent of energy used by Victoria’s industry, commerce and 
households, and changing that to electricity is likely to be a more expensive pathway to net-zero,” Mr 
McCollum said. 
 
“The roadmap does canvas setting a renewable gas target, and this is certainly a step in the right 
direction, but it would be better if it outlined steps required in the short term to be ready for the 
uptake of renewable gases. 
 
“Gas users in parts of Adelaide and Sydney are already using a 10 per cent hydrogen gas mix and 
this is set to expand to other areas by 2030. As indicated in the Australian Bioenergy Roadmap, 
biomethane could make up another 20 per cent of gas use by 2030. 
 
“If the roadmap encouraged the development of both of these options, which are technologically 
viable today, by setting a 30 per cent renewable gas target, Victoria could achieve even greater 
emissions reduction by 2030 than is outlined within the Roadmap’s actions to support 
electrification. 
 
“And this would be achieved without the need for consumers to buy new appliances, and that has 
got to be a great outcome.” 
 
The Roadmap also indicates that fossil gas appliances will become ineligible for the Victorian 
Energy Upgrades Program.  
 
“The Roadmap should support more efficient gas appliances and, as outlined in Gas Vision 2050: 
Delivering the pathway to net-zero for Australia, the development of a hydrogen ready appliance 
industry in Victoria, rather than removing support for more efficient gas appliances,” Mr McCollum 
said. 
 
“As has been recently demonstrated a diverse energy system provides greater security of supply for 
users. 
 
“APGA will continue to work with the Victorian Government to demonstrate and quantify the least 
cost, most rapid pathway to gas use decarbonisation through support for the uptake of renewable 
gases, both for taxpayers and for individual households.” 

https://www.apga.org.au/sites/default/files/uploaded-content/field_f_content_file/gas_vision_2050_delivering_the_pathway_to_net-zero_for_australia_2022_outlook.pdf
https://www.apga.org.au/sites/default/files/uploaded-content/field_f_content_file/gas_vision_2050_delivering_the_pathway_to_net-zero_for_australia_2022_outlook.pdf

