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Powerhouses of the pipeline industry recognised   

 
 
Two powerhouses of the pipeline industry were today recognised for their many decades of contribution to the 

industry. 

 

Mick McCormack’s almost four decades of high-profile activity in Australia’s gas transmission pipelines has 

been recognised through the award of Honorary Life Membership of APGA. 

 

Chief Executive Officer and Managing Director of APA Group until his retirement in mid-2019, Mick began his 

career as a contract surveyor on the Moonie to Brisbane pipeline. His retirement brought an end to more than 37 

years’ experience in all aspects of oil and gas pipelines. 

 

During that time, he was integral to the development of the economic regulatory and commercial framework 

applying to pipelines, commercial development, construction, expansion, operations and maintenance of many 

of Australia’s most significant gas pipelines and related infrastructure projects. 

 

He served as a Director of APGA from 2005 to 2012, and he was a significant and long-term supporter of 

APGA, the Research and Standards Committee and the Energy Pipelines CRC, through providing both financial 

and in-kind support. He was a pragmatic leader and a significant mentor and supporter of many past and present 

personnel involved in the Australian gas and pipeline industries. 

 

Mick created and communicated the vision of the ‘east coast gas grid’ and first coined the phrase in the early 

2000s, a vision that has become a reality. He was committed to industry-led market development and tireless in 

his pursuit of further market reform. Mick also put forward and promoted the idea of connecting the Northern 

Territory gas pipeline system to the east coast gas grid. 

 

Mick has made a proven commitment and outstanding, significant, highly valuable and sustained contribution to 

APGA and the entire pipeline industry. 

 

Phil Colvin, who won the APGA 2019 Outstanding Contribution to the Australian Pipeline Industry Award, has 

spent more than 30 years promoting, protecting and advancing the pipelines and gas industry.  

 

He has done so by working within it, providing platforms for change through his active Standards and research 

contributions and by mentoring a younger generation of engineers to ensure they are retained by the industry. 

 

Described as tireless and selfless by colleagues, Phil has championed the development of performance-based 

standards and regulatory regimes which has allowed for the introduction of new technologies and approaches. 

He has been actively involved in many Standards committees, notably the ME-38 main committee, and is also 

the chair of AG-008 which is re-drafting the AS/NZS 4645 suite of Standards. On these committees he has been 

a champion and advocate for safe, reliable and affordable gas services for the Australian community.  

 

During his career, he has also participated on several Energy Pipelines CRC projects and he played a key role in 

the development of the APGA Pipeline Engineer Competency System.  
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