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Safety and research advocate takes out construction award 
 

 
A pipeliner who comes from the industry’s old school, who has championed safety and industry-led 
research throughout a career spanning more than four decades, has won the APGA 2019 Jeff 
Shepherd Award for Construction Excellence. 
 
Now President of Quanta Services Australia, Mark Bumpstead began his career in the field in the 
days when hard hats were rare and high-vis vests were nowhere to be seen. 
 
Nevertheless, Mark led his teams to adopt safe work practices in those challenging environments. 
This commitment to safety within the construction industry and to innovation resulted in the company 
he leads receiving several safety awards both nationally and internationally. These include first prize 
in the 2013 IPLOCA Health and Safety Award, and the 2011 and 2013 APGA Safety Awards. 
 
Mark has been involved in the pipeline industry for more than 40 years. He has worked with gas 
industry clients and pipeline contractor organisations and has held management roles in both a site 
and corporate capacity throughout Australia, South East Asia, the Middle East and the Pacific Rim. 
Beginning in field roles and working on through to executive management, he has been a leader in 
the planning and execution of pipeline construction. His very practical approach to 
problem solving, with a focus on construction excellence, is well-known in the industry. 
 
Nurturing the next generation of leaders in the pipeline industry has been a hallmark of his career, 
and he has also focused on mentoring at the supervisor and leading hand level on projects. He is 
committed to developing people in the industry and providing them with the systems, processes, 
plant, equipment and support that enable them to realise their full potential. 
 
Long an advocate for the development of a set of industry standards that suit Australian conditions, 
Mark has also recognised the need for industry to fund the research to support such standards.  
at these standards need to be supported by a pool of research that is funded by the industry. To that 
end, he participated in the APGA Research and Standards Committee and in the development of the 
highly successful Energy Pipelines CRC. 
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