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Gas transmission pipelines safety record spans decades   
 
 

Australia’s gas transmission pipelines have an enviable record of public safety, and that is in part 
due to the activities of the Australian Pipelines and Gas Association. 
 
Speaking ahead of the official opening of the trade exhibition at the 2018 APGA Annual Convention 
and Exhibition, Chief Executive Officer Steve Davies said the 50 th anniversary of the association also 
meant 50 years of safe pipeline design, construction and operation.  
 
“Safety, at the time specifically related to welding, was at the forefront of consideration when our 
association was formed by a small group of construction contractors in 1968,” Mr Davies said.  
 
“A lot has changed since then but safety is still a primary focus of the Association 50 years later. 
 
“APGA’s committees all have a focus on safety, whether it is in the workplace or in operating a 
pipeline or in making sure the pipeline stays safe for its entire working life. Pipelines are buried to 
protect them, but this doesn’t remove the need to be constantly monitoring for third-party 
interference, corrosion and other damage. 
 
“Our committees have developed guidelines and codes of practice that cover a wide range pf 
aspects of pipeline design, construction and operation to guide the industry in best practice. We 
share information on what works, and what doesn’t, to ensure the industry, collectively, learns from 
each everyone’s experiences. 
 
“This work has been done by experts in the industry who volunteer their time and expertise to make 
sure that public safety continues to be delivered to Australia.  
 
“Our members also take a very active role in the design of the industry Standard, AS 2885, which has 
underpinned the success of the industry across the nation.  
 
“I’m pleased to see that many papers to be presented at the Convention will cover these very 
important issues of workplace and public safety. 
 
More than 600 delegates, exhibitors and partners are attending the 2018 APGA Annual Convention 
and Exhibition being held from 8 to 11 September at the Darwin Convention Centre. 
 
 
 
 


