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APGA Submission to COAG Energy Council 

National Hydrogen Strategy – Discussion paper 

Introduction 

 

The Australian Pipelines and Gas Association (APGA) is the industry body representing the owners, 

operators, designers, constructors and service providers of Australia’s high-pressure gas transmission 

infrastructure.  APGA welcomes the opportunity to comment on the Discussion Paper and we congratulate 

the COAG Energy Council on the formation of a Hydrogen Working Group and the plan to develop a 

national strategy for hydrogen. APGA strongly supports this initiative. 

 

APGA and the gas industry have a long-standing commitment to supporting research, development and 

demonstration of hydrogen energy technologies. APGA is the largest participant in the Future Fuels CRC 

and is a member of the Future Fuels CRC RP1 Steering Committee. APGA is also a nominating 

organisation for Standards Australia’s newly formed Hydrogen Standards Committee and was a project 

supporter of CSIRO’s National Hydrogen Roadmap. APGA will develop and maintain its participation in 

hydrogen initiatives and as a key priority going forward. 

Policy Questions 

 

What are the most important safety issues to consider in producing, handling and using hydrogen in 

Australia? 

 

Australia has a robust and successful industry-led natural gas safety regime, which can be readily adapted 

to safely and efficiently accommodate hydrogen gas alongside natural gas. Such an approach would ensure 

excellent public safety outcomes, while at the same time being economically efficient by minimising 

unnecessary regulatory barriers and compliance costs for investors. 

 

APGA considers that industry is very well placed to leverage our existing safety culture and track record 

with natural gas in the rollout of an Australian hydrogen industry. 

 

What are Australia’s key technology, regulatory and business strengths and weaknesses in the 

development of a clean hydrogen industry? 

 

A key regulatory weakness is Australia’s lack of a coherent energy policy.  This lack of consistent policy 

and the uncertainty it creates is a drag on the investment environment and reduces the ability of companies 

to make long term energy technology investment decisions – including in hydrogen. 

 

What areas in hydrogen research, development and deployment need attention in Australia? Where 

are the gaps in our knowledge? 

 

In principle, the gas distribution networks offer a cost-effective opportunity to kick-start the hydrogen 

economy as they are already largely ‘hydrogen ready’. Options for leveraging this opportunity should be 

explored as a matter of priority. Care must be taken to ensure any initiatives are sufficiently ambitious while 

still being achievable.  

 

 

APGA welcomes the opportunity to discuss or otherwise assist with these or other aspects of developing a 

National Hydrogen Strategy. For further information, please contact Andrew Robertson on 0439 491 102, 

or via email at arobertson@apga.org.au. 
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