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 Annual Report 2017-18 

The energy industry was characterised by a politically 

charged environment in 2017/18, and the gas 

transmission industry was specifically highlighted, 

making for interesting times at the Association. 

By the end of the year, there was daily reporting on the 

latest moves around the National Energy Guarantee 

(NEG), a policy that didn’t exist at the start of 2017/18.  

The Council of Australian Governments Energy Council 

met in July 2017 to approve the October 2017 

implementation of the final design of a new information 

disclosure and arbitration regimes for unregulated gas 

transmission pipelines – and emerged with a decision to 

have it implemented by the end of August! The decision 

is a perfect example of the speed at which energy policy 

decisions have been made throughout the year. It’s a 

marked departure from past practice and will 

undoubtedly lead to future work across the energy sector 

as we deal with unintended consequences. 

In August 2017, we also saw the delivery of the final 

report of the Member Services Review. With 51 members 

represented at face-to-face sessions in Brisbane, 

Melbourne and Perth and almost 200 responses to the 

written survey, the Review provided an excellent 

snapshot of the Association’s strengths and weaknesses 

to guide us in the development of the new strategic plan 

and prioritisation of services. Importantly, the Review 

reported widespread satisfaction with the Association’s 

suite of services, with the recommendations focussing 

on modifications and improvements rather than 

wholesale change. As one Board member put it: “The 

Review points the Association to evolution rather than 

revolution”. 

Implementation of the recommendations of the Member 

Services Review is an ongoing process. The Association 

has reviewed membership fees, our communications 

approach, introduced webinars to improve access to 

knowledge transfer activities, reviewed our event 

schedule (some innovations in events will flow through 

in 2018/19) and is conducting a review of the 

Association’s committees. Outside of the specific 

recommendations of the Review, improving the 

Association’s service offerings to members is a 

continuous goal and feedback and input is always 

welcome. 

More visible changes will come with the delivery of the 

Association’s new IT system. The system covers our 

website, event bookings, email system and membership 

database. The project was scoped and commenced in 

2017/18 and is due for launch in early 2018/19. This is a 

major project and to undertake it without disrupting our 

full suite of services is quite an achievement. 

The Association’s 49th Annual Convention and Exhibition 

was held in Cairns and was another highpoint of the 

year. In a great testament to the atmosphere and energy 

of the Association’s events, our keynote speaker – AFL 

great David Parkin – declared it a conference “unlike any 

other” he had attended. David has stayed in touch with 

the Association and even went on a tour of the Northern 

Gas Pipeline construction site in May 2018, delivering a 

series of tool-box talks on health issues and seeing the 

expertise and professionalism of the industry in action. 

There have been a number of changes in personnel at 

the Secretariat. At the end of 2017, the Association said 

goodbye to the longest serving member with our 

Membership Officer Gisela Thaurer, going into well-

deserved retirement after 19 years at the Association.  

We were very fortunate to be able to find the perfect 

replacement for Gisela, welcoming our former Events and 

Administration Officer, Katy Spence, into the role of 

Membership Officer. In January 2018, Andrew Robertson 

stepped into the role of National Policy Manager, which 

had been vacant since the promotion of Steve Davies to 

CEO in September 2017. (Cont p 2) 
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(Cont from p1) 

The start of 2018 was also the start of the Association’s 

50th anniversary year. An impromptu birthday celebration 

staged by the WA Chapter at the February Perth lunch 

highlighted the significance of the milestone and 

prompted us to hold a series of celebrations around the 

country. Those celebrations will culminate in the 50th 

Convention and Exhibition in Darwin in September 2018. 

In April, we were thrilled to learn that the Future Fuels 

CRC bid was successful. This secures the future of the 

Association’s research program for the foreseeable 

future. The Energy Pipelines CRC has been great success 

story for the Association and to be an integral part of a 

second successful CRC bid is a rare feat. It is another 

example of the what can be achieved through the rare 

level of industry collaboration we deliver together 

through the Association. 

HIGHLIGHTS OF 2017-18 

The Board 

The Board met six times during 2017/18. 

Shaun Reardon’s term as President came to an end at 

the 2017 Annual General Meeting. Shaun’s presence as 

President during some challenging times was much 

appreciated as the industry grappled with the cooling off 

period after the LNG construction boom, the political, 

media and regulatory spotlight of the gas supply crisis 

and with replacing long-term CEO Cheryl Cartwright.  

 

The Association welcomed our incoming  President, 

Dave Maloney of CNC Project Management, new Vice 

President, Tony O’Sullivan of MPC Kinetic, and new 

Treasurer, Wendy Oldham of SEA Gas. 

In May, Anthony Cribb stepped down from the Board 

following his departure from Australian Gas 

Infrastructure Group. In recognition of the importance of 

our Western Australian membership, the Board decided 

to fill the vacancy with Jon Cleary, also of Australian Gas 

Infrastructure Group. 

 

Top L to R: Dave Maloney, Tony O’Sullivan, Wendy Oldham, Shaun Reardon, Mark Dayman, John Stuart Robertson  

Bottom L to R: Donna McDowall, Kevin Lester, Peter Cox, Jon Cleary, Steve Davies, Steve Dobbie 
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HIGHLIGHTS OF 2017-18 

Members 

As at 30 June 2018 the Association had 272 members, 

comprising: 

193 corporate members; 

17 lead members; 

6 owner members; 

42 individual members; and 

14 honorary life members. 

 

Events 

The events are a major part of the Association’s 

calendar and it is great to see the strong support for 

them continue across the year. In 2017/18 we held 29 

events around the country (including one in New 

Zealand), covering dinners and lunches, Christmas 

events, the Annual Convention and Exhibition and 

seminars. 

COMMITTEES 

Pipeline Operators Group 

Craig Bonar completed his two-year term as Chair and 

the members endorsed Laura Bulloch from EIM taking on 

the role of Chair for the next two years. Laura is 

supported by Ryan Phipps from First Gas in New 

Zealand as Deputy Chair. Craig has done a fantastic job 

for POG during these past two years as Chair and also 

over many years before that, and APGA thanks him for 

his valuable contribution to the activities of POG. We 

welcome Laura and Ryan to their new roles.  

The POG committee produced an outstanding safety 

awareness video for POG members to use with the 

essential services branches that interact with their 

pipelines on a daily basis. The package has been 

designed for the purposes of uniformly educating 

councils, SESs, fire brigades, and the like around 

Australia on what to do if there is an emergency 

concerning an operating transmission pipeline. The 

project was expertly managed by Liz Brierley from SEA 

Gas and APGA expresses its appreciation to Liz for her 

huge contribution to this project. 

The annual POG seminar was held on 12 April at the 

Sydney Harbour Marriott Hotel and more than 60 people 

attended what was a very successful day.  

Owners Committee 

The Owners Committee established a more regular 

meeting schedule in 2017/18, with three face-to-face 

meetings being held, to improve communications across 

companies and oversight of the numerous regulatory 

and policy activities occurring across the energy sector.  

As part of the Review of Committees, the Energy Policy 

Committee was dissolved as a formal Committee of the 

Association. This change reflects working practice of 

recent years, with the Association managing multiple 

working groups dealing with specific policy activity. In 

future, the Owners Committee will provide high-level 

direction to each working group, which will then provide 

detailed input to inform the Association’s position and 

advocacy on each issue.   

Over the year the working groups provided input to 23 

submissions, with issues ranging from regulated rates of 

return, information obligations under the new arbitration 

regimes, capacity trading and day ahead auctions and 

new critical infrastructure information obligations. Each 

submission typically has multiple teleconferences and 

drafts before it is finalised, representing a significant 

allocation of resources across the participating 

members. 
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COMMITTEES 

Health, Safety and Environment 

Committee 

The latest revision of the APGA Code of Environmental 

Practice for Onshore Pipelines was published in October 

2017 This is the fourth revision of the Code of 

Environmental Practice which was first published in 

1998. The Code of Environmental Practice provides 

industry accepted guidance on environmental 

management through the planning and asset 

acquisition, construction, operational and 

decommissioning phases of a pipeline’s lifecycle. The 

focus of this version of Code is on the main activities 

conducted during these different pipeline lifecycle 

phases, and the potential environmental risks that arise 

from these activities. The Code of Environmental 

Practice is one of the Association’s key technical 

documents, providing the pipeline industry with a 

significant degree of control as to how environmental 

risks are mitigated in all jurisdictions. 

The Health Safety and Environment seminar in Brisbane 

on 10 May was another successful event and one that 

continues to attract good attendance across the 

industry. One highlight of the event was the workshop 

held with senior members of Safer Together and three 

different groups of attendees examining the all-

important issue of working in a hot environment. 

An ongoing theme of the HS&E Committee’s work has  

 

 

been closer coordination with Safer Together and an 

effective working relationship with good communication 

has been established between our two organisations. 

In recognition of an increase in regulatory intervention 

on environmental issues, the HS&E Committee 

established a dedicated Environment Subcommittee to 

progress a work program focussed on relevant activities.  

Young Pipeliners Forum 

The YPF State Chapters maintained their strong record 

of achievement in bringing people together in 2017/18, 

holding 20 events around the country. 

The YPF visit to Mt Isa and the Northern Gas Pipeline in 

September 2017was a huge success with more than 20 

very enthusiastic young pipeliners attending.  

Participants said they found the entire event very 

valuable and thoroughly enjoyed the experience of being 

on site at the Northern Gas Pipeline and the Diamantina 

Power Station. Events like this would not happen without 

the support of the site hosts and we acknowledge the 

role of APA Group, Jemena and Spiecapag for organising 

and supporting the event. 

At the end of 2017 Dave Maloney stepped down as the 

inaugural YPF Patron and Tony O’Sullivan took up this 

important role. 

 

YPF tour of Northern Gas Pipeline construction and Diamantina Power Station at Mount Isa 
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COMMITTEES 

Construction Contractors 

Committee 

The Construction Contractors Committee held its annual 

meeting during the Convention in Cairns. Topics 

discussed at the meeting included consistency across 

pre-qualification processes, the potential for research of 

mutual interest and digitisation of the APGA Skills 

Passport. The Committee was unanimous in its desire to 

be more active and agreed to increase the frequency of 

meetings, putting in place a meeting schedule to 

coincide with HS&E Committee meetings. 

Pipeline Corridor Committee 

The Pipeline Corridor Committee’s focus over 2017/18 

was to ensure the ongoing success of the Australian 

Pipeline Database. The Database has been embedded in 

participating asset owners’ stakeholder engagement 

programs and enjoyed steady growth over the year. 

Importantly, the Database ended the year with 19 

months of operations and no incidents of concern 

arising from the increased availability of measurement 

length information. 

Institute of Gas Engineers 

Committee 

The second annual IGE Committee seminar was held on 

16 March. More than 60 participants attended, hearing 

presentations on a diverse range of topics from industry 

research, decarbonising and hydrogenation of networks, 

metering trends in Europe and asset relocations due to 

light rail construction and bridge reconstruction.  

The IGE was also active in the training space, intervening 

to avoid changes to the NSW Plumbing and Gas fitting 

qualification, which would have resulted in the removal 

of gasfitting from this trade qualification. These changes 

would have increased costs and complexity of 

businesses dealing with installation, maintenance and 

repairs of gas appliances for domestic, commercial and 

industrial applications.   

 

Research and Standards 

Committee 

The RSC held three meetings, with Mark Fothergill as 

chair and Richard McDonough as deputy. This financial 

year, personnel from the APGA RSC’s more than 50 

members contributed thousands of hours of work, 

including as industry advisers and on the research 

teams. The research is available to RSC members. 

RSC members provide essential input to the generation 

of ideas for and the development of research projects 

undertaken by the Energy Pipelines Cooperative 

Research Centre. The Energy Pipelines CRC focuses its 

research on: more efficient use of materials for energy 

pipelines, extension of safe operating life of new and 

existing energy pipelines, advanced design and 

construction of energy pipelines, and public safety and 

security of supply of energy pipelines. The RSC has also 

continued to work with and share research outcomes 

with the Pipeline Research Council International (based 

in the US) and the European Pipeline Research Group. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The RSC June 2017 meeting was held in conjunction 

with the Energy Pipelines CRC seminar and dinner held 

in Sydney. In preparation for the 2019 international 

research Joint Technical Meeting that APGA will be 

hosting in Brisbane in May 2019, we welcomed the 

Secretary-General of the European Pipeline Research 

Group and the President of the Pipeline Research 

Council International to the research events held that 

week. 

As noted in the introduction, the announcement of the 

successful Future Fuels CRC bid took place in April. The 

Future Fuels CRC will focus on investigating the 

potential for future gaseous fuels, such as hydrogen and 

biogas, in Australia with a particular emphasis on 

leveraging our existing gas infrastructure. An important 

component of this work will be maintaining and 

improving the safety and lifespan of existing 

infrastructure to ensure it is well placed to contribute to 

our future energy requirements. 



 6 

Training 

The Association established a new Committee to 

manage one of the work streams of industry capability, 

the Pipeline Engineer Competency System (PECS) 

Committee. The purpose of the PECS Committee is to 

ensure the ongoing relevance of the APGA Pipeline 

Engineering Competency System to the pipeline industry 

and the engineering profession and its continuing value 

to APGA members through maintaining and revising the 

system. It has three working groups covering the broad 

areas of offshore, operations and maintenance and 

design and construction. 

 

In a major step forward for the competency system, 

APGA entered into a memorandum of understanding 

with Rosen Group on the promotion of pipeline 

engineering competency and on the international 

adoption of APGA’s Pipeline Engineering Competency 

System as the basis for understanding and assessing 

competency.  

Australian Gas Industry Trust 

The Association’s work with the Australian Gas Industry 

Trust continues, with Peter Heffernan performing the 

role of Secretary for this valuable initiative. 

Gas Speak was held once again in Canberra in 

September, with 29 people from across the gas industry 

coming together to hone their public speaking skills and 

learn from each other. 

In March, APGA and AGIT hosted the final meeting for 

the 2015-18 triennium of the International Gas Union’s 

(IGU) Transmission Committee in Sydney. The meeting 

was attended by 26 leading pipeliners from 16 countries. 

The meeting attendees finalised the Committee’s report 

to World Gas Conference in June and continued the 

international information exchange that makes the IGU 

so successful. It is reassuring to be able to share 

challenges with international colleagues and see that we 

are all dealing with many of the same issues. 

 

Awards 

APGA congratulates all of the award winners for 2017:  
 

• Outstanding Contribution to the Pipeline Industry Award – Ashley Kellett  

• Young Achievement Award – Sally Commins (CNC Project Management)  

• Jeff Shepherd Construction Excellence Award – Hugh Boyd (Nacap)  

• Environment Award – Spiecapag Lucas JV  

• Safety Award – APA Group  


