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Annual Report 2016/17 

Introduction 

APGA has succeeded in maintaining its heading despite the challenges posed by a relative flatness in the 

industry and by the increasingly heavy hand of regulation which is one of several sub-optimal outcomes of 

continuing policy paralysis at the federal level. 

In 2016/17, we made progress in our ongoing efforts to maintain and strengthen our membership base to 

ensure we provide the best possible 

networking opportunities to members. In the 

latter half of 2016, the Institution of Gas 

Engineers became part of our association, 

helping to consolidate our reach into those 

primarily involved in distribution networks, 

service providers, retailers, suppliers and 

manufacturers. We’ve also been working on 

building relations with water companies as 

part of our ongoing effort to remind everyone 

that pipelines are a safe and reliable way to 

transport many different kinds of fluids. 

One of several highlights of 2016 was the 

celebration of the 10th anniversary of the Young Pipeliners Forum. Around 80 people attended the 

anniversary conference held in August in Canberra where they heard from a number of speakers and 

developed ideas on leadership and career opportunities, as well as providing some clear direction for the next 

phase of YPF. In addition, four young pipeliners travelled to the International Pipeline Conference in Calgary 

under APGA sponsorship and, in conjunction with the Australian Gas Industry Trust, four others received 

scholarships to attend the Joint Technical Meeting held in May in Colorado Springs and to participate in the 

two-week study tour that followed.  

Another popular event was the CSG Seminar held in Brisbane in December. The hardworking CSG Committee 

finalised Version 4 of the CSG Code of Practice in September and has been publishing Companion Papers 

since then. More than 110 people attended the one-day seminar on Version 4. And in May 2017, the APGA 

Board decided to make the Code available to everyone as a means of increasing safety in the industry. 

A new service established in 2016 was the Australian Pipeline Database which enables local government to 

access a single, up-to-date source of pipeline data with clear information on the areas of interest around 

each pipeline and on how to contact infrastructure owners.  

The 2016 APGA Annual Convention and Exhibition returned to Perth after an eight-year absence, and was 

very successful with a full program and attendance stabilising after the recent highs of the LNG construction 

projects.  

A major piece of work, the Member Services Review, kicked off in May, and the results of that will be seen in 

some changes to be implemented beginning in 2018. 

And finally, we said goodbye to long-serving Chief Executive Cheryl Cartwright who left us to move on to the 

next phase in her career. She was briefly replaced by Peter Greenwood who resigned in August, and then by 

our former National Policy Manager, Steve Davies. 
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The APGA Board 

During 2016/17 the APGA Board met eight times. At the 2016 AGM, Peter Cox, Mark Dayman, Kevin 
Lester and Tony O’Sullivan were re-elected. One new Board Member was elected, Wendy Oldham. At the 
Board meeting after the AGM, Dave Maloney and Tony O’Sullivan were re-appointed to the Vice President 
and Treasurer roles respectively. Continuing members are Shaun Reardon (President), Donna McDowall, 
Dave Maloney, John Stuart-Robertson and Mark Twycross. Anthony Cribb from DBP was appointed to 
the extra Board position established during the year to cater for APGA’s WA members. 

 

The APGA Members 

At 30 June 2017, there were 421 
Members, comprising 222 
Corporate Members, 16 Lead 
Members, 7 Owner Members, 53 
Individual, 109 Employee and 14 
Honorary Life Members (two 
deceased). APGA welcomed 
members of the Institution of Gas 
Engineers to the Association 
after the IGE agreed to move its 
operations within APGA. 

 

L to R: Top row: Shaun Reardon (President), Dave Maloney (Vice President), Tony O’Sullivan (Treasurer), Mark 

Dayman (Immediate Past President), Anthony Cribb, Donna McDowell. 

Bottom row: John Stuart –Robertson, Kevin Lester, Wendy Oldham, Peter Cox, Mark Twycross. 

Events 

Numbers at the events continue to be strong. During 

2016/17 APGA conducted 28 events, including dinners, 

lunches, seminars and Christmas events. 

The inaugural IGE seminar was a great success with 

around 90 attendees. The annual pipeline corrosion 

seminar held jointly with the Australasian Corrosion 

Association continues to be a popular event, as does the 

annual HS&E seminar held in Brisbane. In May 2017, the 

Brisbane seminar took on a different look with the focus 

being a stage re-enactment of the Deepwater Horizon 

disaster and the lessons learnt from it. The golf day in 

NZ was well-attended and the annual WA Golf Day 

continues to be strongly supported and provides a 

wonderful springboard for APGA events at the start of 

each calendar year. 

YPF Events 
YPF events are broad ranging: including 

educational and mentoring, and social 

events such as lawn bowls, golf, network-

ing drinks and wine tours. 

Educational events include speaker eve-

nings, where young people can grill the 

invited expert about their field of expertise, 

and visits to members’ facilities. The big-

gest event held during the year was the 

YPF 10th Anniversary event held in Can-

berra in August. Many APGA members 

made special contributions to the event 

and the YPF and the APGA secretariat 

thank members who have ensured the YPF 

has been successful for 10 plus years. 
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Pipeline Operators Group 

Craig Bonar has continued his role as 

POG chair, providing leadership to 

this important committee. 

The POG meetings in 2016/17, held 

on the day after the 2016 Annual 

Convention and on the day before the 

POG seminar in March 2017 were 

well attended. These meetings 

demonstrate the excellent 

cooperation among APGA members 

who debate and discuss issues of 

mutual concern, focusing on safer 

and more efficient operations of 

Australia’s high- pressure 

transmission pipelines. 

POG continues the enhancement of 

the Incident Database reporting 

system, which is available through an 

online reporting system accessed 

through the POG section on the 

APGA website and hosted and 

managed by APGA member, Mipela. 

POG, with guidance from the Chair, 

maintains oversight of APGA’s 

involvement in the Federal 

Government’s Energy Security Group, 

which focuses on critical 

infrastructure around the nation. 

Energy Policy Committee 

Energy price, security and reliability became, and stayed, front page news over the year. From blackouts in South 

Australia and record summer electricity prices to Dr Finkel’s Clean Energy Target, the Energy Policy Committee has 

been consistently dealing with multiple issues.  

On gas market reform and pipeline capacity markets, a new government body, the Gas Market Reform Group, was 

formed and has been overseeing reform processes relating to pipeline regulation, capacity auctions and trading 

markets and contract standardisation. A new information disclosure and arbitration mechanism for gas 

transmission pipelines has been recommended, developed and implemented in eight months. The incredibly rapid 

pace of this reform strained the committee’s resources in participating to comment and provide feedback. 

Gas supply continued to be another high-profile issue and members of the Committee have been working with the 

Federal Government and the Australian Energy Market Operator to give effect to the Gas Supply Guarantee, which 

will ensure that gas supply and transportation work together to assist gas fired power generators in times of peak 

electricity demand. 

Health, Safety and Environment Committee 

The HSE Committee, for many years superbly led by 

Mark Twycross, saw a changing of the guard this year 

when John Stuart-Robertson assumed the role of Chair. 

The Committee has remained one of the most active of 

APGA’s committees and held another very successful 

health and safety workshop in Brisbane in May. 

 Stage production company, ACT Australia, performed a 

three-act re-enactment of the Deepwater Horizon 

disaster and an industry panel then discussed the 

lessons learnt and ramifications of that incident with 

the large audience. 

The Committee continues to maintain the industry 

safety statistics and to ensure that the industry is 

made aware of significant HSE issues through the 

distribution of safety alerts. The Committee has 

agreed to focus on the all-important issue of mental 

health over the next year. 

The Committee worked on an update to the Code of 

Environmental Practice during 2016/17 and it will be 

published in September 2017. A new guideline on 

environmental offsets will be published later in 2017. 

The Committee is working closely with Queensland-

based association, Safer Together, with the intention of 

collaborating on the management of health and safety 

issues as much as possible. 
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Pipeline Corridor Committee 

The Committee finalised development of the Australian Pipeline Database (APD) and it was launched in November 

2016.  

At the end of June there were 170 users across more than 110 local councils registered to use the database to 

assist with planning decisions. This is a great development for the pipeline industry, with government planners now 

able to access a single, up-to-date source of pipeline information with clear information on the areas of interest 

around each pipeline and how to contact infrastructure owners. 

The Committee spent a considerable amount of time preparing messages to accompany the launch of the APD and 

this has been rewarded with a quiet response to the information being more widely available, with no issues of 

concern raised in the in the seven months of APD operation.  

Construction Contractors Committee 

The Contractors Committee continues to convene each 

year at the Annual Convention. At its Perth meeting in 

October 2016, issues discussed included industrial 

relations challenges, mental health and risk 

management and the skilling and training of industry 

personnel. 

Australian Gas Industry Trust 

APGA continues to manage the Australian Gas Industry 

Trust, with Peter Heffernan successfully managing the 

role of AGIT secretary. 

The successful Gas Speak was held again in September 

2016, where 30 young people came to Canberra for three 

days to develop their public speaking skills. 

AGIT also joined with APGA in sending four young people 

to the 2017 international Joint Technical Meeting in 

Colorado Springs – a meeting of pipeline researchers 

from APGA and the EPCRC, the European Pipeline 

Research Group and the north-American based Pipeline 

Research Council International. The scholarship holders 

then undertook a study tour consisting of a two-week 

itinerary meeting with a number of pipeline research 

providers, pipeline owners and operators in Columbus, 

Houston and Calgary, along with pipeline industry 

suppliers, Rosen and Vermeer in Houston and Pella, 

Iowa. Truly an unforgettable trip for these young people, 

along with the two young researchers from the Energy 

Pipelines CRC who were part of the touring team.  

AGIT also supports a number of young people 

participating on IGU committees. 

Training 

All of the competency standards in both the onshore and offshore sectors have been completed. An online survey 

was conducted to find out more about members’ knowledge of the competency system and their experience with 

implementing it. Members who used pipeline engineering services or employed pipeline engineers were invited to 

participate. The survey found a high level of awareness of the competency system and quite a number of members 

were implementing the system in aspects of their business. A majority of respondents were also aware of the many 

uses the system can be put to including assisting with recruitment, developing key performance indicators, 

analysing team and individual engineer competency and developing training programs, to name a few. The survey 

will assist in the development of additional resources and other material to assist members to increase their use of 

the competency system. 

APGA has assumed the role of Chair of the Gas Industry Reference Committee which is the vehicle used to ensure 

that industry’s views inform the development of the competency standards in the National Vocational Education 

and Training system. 
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Research and Standards Committee 

Energy Pipelines Cooperative Research Centre 

The RSC held three meetings, with Mark Fothergill as chair and Richard McDonough as deputy. In the 2016/17 

financial year, personnel from the APGA RSC’s more than 50 members contributed thousands of hours of work, 

including as industry advisers and on the research teams. The research is available to RSC members. 

RSC members provide essential input to the generation of ideas for and the development of research projects 

undertaken by the Energy Pipelines Cooperative Research Centre. The CRC program is a Federal Government 

initiative designed to encourage industry and academia to work together on important research. Government 

funding aids the process and a range of industry sectors compete to attract this Government support. 

The Energy Pipelines CRC focuses its research on: more efficient use of materials for energy pipelines, extension 

of safe operating life of new and existing energy pipelines, advanced design and construction of energy pipelines, 

and public safety and security of supply of energy pipelines. The RSC has also continued to work with and share 

research outcomes with the Pipeline Research Council International (based in the US) and the European Pipeline 

Research Group. 

The RSC June 2017 meeting was held in conjunction with the Energy Pipelines CRC seminar and dinner held in 

Sydney. The dinner attracted many young people and all were entertained and informed by a presentation from 

APGA Director, Mark Twycross, who reminisced about his 40 years within the industry. 

Looking ahead, the RSC is working closely with the EPCRC in applying for government funding under the CRC 

program to establish another CRC on the finalisation of the EPCRC in June 2019. 
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